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Primary sources spanning five centuries of British history, from the 16th to the early 21st century, offer valuable 
insights into key topics such as governance, global expansion, royal affairs, wartime experiences, and cultural 
evolution. These materials shed light on the political, social, and cultural developments that shaped the United 
Kingdom and its global influence. 

PRIMARY SOURCE VARIETY
An extensive collection of state papers, royal journals, trench magazines, colonial records, and influential 
periodicals provide compelling firsthand stories from a range of historical eras. 

WIDE TEMPORAL RANGE
Includes a broad span of UK history, covering 1574-2005, from the Tudor era to British colonial expansion, the 
English Civil War, the Industrial Revolution, and the impact of World War II.
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British Periodicals   
British Periodicals provides searchable 
full-text access to nearly 500 British 
periodicals published from the 
seventeenth to the twentieth century, 
covering a wide range of subjects 
including literature, history, science, 
arts, and social sciences. This 
resource offers unique access to rare 

and hard-to-find historical publications, many of which are not 
available in American libraries, and provides primary source 
material for academic research. 

Highlighted titles include:

• The Edinburgh Review (1802-1910)
• Fortnightly Review (1865-1934)
• Fraser’s Magazine (1830-1882)
• The Gentleman’s Magazine (1731-1907)
• The Graphic (1869-1932)
• Macmillan’s Magazine (1859-1907)
• The Sphere (1900-1964)
• The Tatler (1901-1965)
• Wide World Magazine (1898-1965)

The Cecil Papers  
The Cecil Papers offers a 
comprehensive collection of early 
modern historical documents 
authored by influential figures of 
Elizabethan and Jacobean history. 
It is accompanied by the complete 
Calendar of the Cecil Papers, 
including summaries, transcripts, and 

eighteenth-century volumes of selected transcriptions. This 
archive provides essential primary source material for the 
study of early modern British political and social history.

Colonial State Papers  
This digital archive features over 7,000 
manuscripts and 40,000 bibliographic 
records, covering British colonial 
expansion from the 16th to 18th 
centuries. Created in collaboration 
with The National Archives of the 
United Kingdom, it documents Britain’s 
colonial relationships, especially with 

the Americas and the Caribbean. It provides scholars with vital 
primary resources for research on British trade, history, and 
global expansion during this period.

Trench Journals     
Trench Journals features over 1,500 
rare periodicals published during 
World War I by military and support 
units. It provides a unique and 
intimate view of the war through 
personal stories, artwork, and 
firsthand accounts from soldiers, 
medical staff, prisoners of war, 

and civilians. This collection offers valuable primary source 
material for understanding the diverse experiences of those 
involved in the conflict.

Queen Victoria’s Journals   
These personal journals offer detailed 
accounts of both household and state 
matters, serving as a critical primary 
source for the study of 19th-century 
British political and social history. 
This archive includes high-resolution 
reproductions of every page, along 
with photographs of illustrations and 

inserts within the journals. Scholars gain access to a firsthand 
perspective on the Queen’s personal life and her interactions 
with prominent political figures.

Subject Coverage
• British Colonial History
• British Social History
• Early Modern British History
• First-person Narratives

• First World War
• Global Expansion and Trade
• Illustrated Periodicals
• Journalism

• Literary Criticism
• Political Satire
• Popular Culture
• Victorian History
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