
 
 
 
 

 How do I navigate different publication policies? 
 
 
Student authors already published outside of ProQuest or student authors expecting future 
publication often have questions about publication rights related to their dissertation or thesis. 
It is important that authors understand that they or, in rare cases, the institution, continue to 
hold the copyright to their content contributed to ProQuest. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 
is a dissemination channel and is not a publisher in the traditional definition applied to journals 
or monographs.   
 
Generally, the submission of an author’s graduate work to the ProQuest platform does not 
qualify the work as being “published.” However, each publisher/editorial board sets its own 
policy as to whether the dissemination of a dissertation or thesis via ProQuest disqualifies the 
author from submitting a journal article or monograph on the same subject for future 
publication. ProQuest has been disseminating dissertations and theses since 1939, and our 
experience is that most publishers do not find the dissemination of a dissertation or thesis via 
ProQuest problematic. 
  
If there is concern about publishing the final version of an article as part of a dissertation, 
ProQuest recommends including the preprint version of the article in the dissertation instead.  
Publishers do not typically place restrictions on the “preprint” version of the journal 
article.  (The preprint version is the version of a scholarly or scientific paper that is made 
available before the final, published version.  A preprint version is different from the final 
article, often called the “postprint” or “published version.”) While most publishers do not find 
the wide distribution of a full-text dissertation or thesis problematic, potential conflicts should 
be carefully considered and explored by students, with the advice of their faculty advisors.   
  
Should concern arise after a student has graduated and their graduate work has been included 
in ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global, ProQuest will apply a full-text embargo to the 
graduate work upon request. Embargo requests and questions can be directed to 
disspub@proquest.com.  Full-text embargoes are usually executed within one business day and 
no longer than two business days. More information about ProQuest’s embargo policy can be 
found here. 
 


