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About Collection 8

The second Early European Books collection to be
dedicated solely to content from the prestigious
Bibliotheque nationale de France.

Particularly strong on religious texts, Collection 8 includes
works ranging from liturgy and ritual to the writings of the
Church Fathers and examples of the impassioned spiritual
debates prompted by the Protestant Reformation. From
works by St. Cyprian and St. Augustine through to more
than 30 titles by Bernard of Clairvaux, a founder of the
reformist Cistercian Order, Collection 8 underlines how the
early modern print revolution brought key texts of the early
Western Church to a wider audience. Works by Jean Calvin
and the Huguenot minister Pierre Du Moulin (1568-1658)
give Protestant writings of the period a particular French
inflection. In the meantime, Roman Catholic viewpoints are
evinced in works by Savonarola, Bonaventure and Alphonse
Rodriguez, as well as by French churchmen Jean-Pierre
Camus, Guy de Roye and Joseph Lambert, among others.

Print editions of classical Roman authors are also well
represented in Collection 8 with an abundance of titles from
the likes of Cicero, Virgil, Juvenal, Martial and Terence, as
well as editions of Ovid in both Latin and French translation.
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French poetry and literature, too, is richly exampled with
multiple editions of Frangois Villon, Pierre de Ronsard,
Rabelais and numerous titles by Madeleine de Scudéry.
Another great strength of Collection 8's selection is its
fascinating diversity of titles giving accounts of French
history, society and topography, ranging from the lives

of individual monarchs to legal documents, and from
descriptions of specific regions within France to the history
of Gaul.

Works of natural history are also much in evidence from
translations of classical texts like Pliny to handsomely
illustrated contemporary taxonomies of flora and fauna.

Venturing beyond the boundaries of France, Collection 8
additionally includes histories of a range of other European
countries as well as of Asia and the Americas.

Supplemented also by works on ancient history, on
medicine and geography, on political science, linguistics
and rhetoric, and on Italian, Greek and Spanish poetry,
Collection 8 constitutes a hugely rewarding source of
study and a worthy addition to previous Early European
Books collections.
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