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The American Hebrew and Jewish Messenger (1857-1922)

FOUNDED IN NEW YORK CITY in 1857, The American Hebrew was established as the weekly
source of news impacting international Jewish communities. Reports on the persecution of
Jews in Romania and Russia, and the subsequent influx of Jewish immigrants to the U.S.,
were of intense interest to readers of the paper. In 1919, the publication featured an article
called “The Crucifixion of Jews Must Stop!" by former New York Governor Martin H. Glynn,
where he cried out against the poor living conditions and treatment of Jews across Europe
following World War | — a situation he discerned as a potential "holocaust.”

The American Hebrew also spotlighted Jewish figures in arts and literature, such as

Emma Lazarus, who gained posthumous fame when her sonnet “The New Colossus”

was inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty in 1912. The poet published the first
poem she translated from the original Hebrew in an 1883 issue of the newspaper, and she
joined her voice with other writers to advocate for opportunities in industrial education for
Russian refugees. A special issue commemorating the death of Lazarus in 1884 featured
tributes from such literary luminaries as Robert Browning, Edgar Rice Burroughs and John
Greenleaf Whittier.

Upon merging with The Jewish Messenger in 1903, the newspaper was officially known as
The American Hebrew and Jewish Messenger. For students and researchers from a variety of
flelds, including U.S. and world history, culture, and Jewish studies, the digitized pages of
this historic publication (1857—1922) are an invaluable resource from a Jewish American
perspective in a rapidly changing world.

The American Israelite (1854-2000)

“LET THERE BE LIGHT" has been the motto of The American Israelite since it was first
published in 1854 with the intention to illuminate principles of Jewish faith and instill a
sense of community among American Jews who often lived in geographically dispersed
locations. Originally printed as The Israelite until 1874, this weekly is considered the
longest-running English language Jewish newspaper available in the country.

Published in Cincinnati, OH, the paper was started by Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, best known
as the founder of Reform Judaism in the U.S. The American Israelite published numerous
editorial columns ardently in defense of the civil and religious rights of all Jews, written

by Wise. These efforts eventually led to the formation of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations which he initiated in Cincinnati. Wise also frequently penned columns calling
for a Jewish educational institution, resulting in the establishment of the Hebrew Union
College. Additionally, Wise also wrote several novels which were published as serials in his
newspaper.

For insight into the growth and development of Reform Judaism in the U.S., the digitized
issues of The American Israelite (1854-2000) provide a valuable record of events and issues
as they unfolded. Access to these primary source materials will be of benefit to students
and researchers interested in culture and civil rights history, as well as national and world
news presented from a Jewish American perspective.
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The Jewish Advocate (1905—-1990)

THE JEWISH ADVOCATE was first printed in Boston, 1909, by Jacob deHass, executive
secretary to the founder of modern political Zionism. With the intention to serve and unite
the booming Jewish community throughout New England, The Jewish Advocate was
formed to instruct on matters of the Jewish faith and to champion the establishment of a
Jewish state. Briefly, the newspaper was also published as The Jewish Home Journal and
The Boston Advocate.

The pages of The Jewish Advocate gave voice to the publication’s staunch support for the
appointment of Louis Brandeis as the first Jewish Supreme Court Justice in the U.S, and
nearly thirty years later for the foundation of Brandeis University in Waltham, MA. In the
years leading up to the World War II, the newspaper was also a rare voice in the media to
warn of Hitler's rise to power in Europe, and the threat it posed for Jewish people. Following
the war, organizations formed to rebuild the lives of Jewish refugees found support and a
forum for discussion and debate in the weekly publication.

The Jewish Advocate continues to be a primary source of regional, national and international
news and information for subscribers in New England and across the U.S., as well around
the world. This digital newspaper archive (1905-1990) provides an in-depth historical
perspective on issues and events pertaining to the rise of Zionism and the development of
Jewish-American culture.

The Jewish Exponent (1887-1990)

THE JEWISH EXPONENT first hit the presses in 1887, founded by a group of 43 prominent
Philadelphia businessmen. This stock ownership was meant to ensure the newspaper
represented the entire community while serving in its coverage of local, national and
international news. Charles Hoffman, a native Philadelphian lawyer and rabbi, as well as
an ardent Zionist, served as the publication's first editor and publisher. He penned a weekly
column, “Men and Things" as a platform to explore issues of conservative Judaism.

From the early days of the worldwide Zionist movement, The Jewish Exponent staunchly
supported the establishment of a Jewish homeland and carried news of developments in
Israel. Other topics the publication championed and brought to the attention of readers in
the early and mid-20th century included Jewish immigration and the expanding influence
in American public life. Over the decades The Jewish Exponent has not only been a primary
source of news and information, but also a forum for stimulating discussion and debate.
The publication has received annual awards from the American Jewish Press Association
for excellence in Jewish Journalism.

This historical archive (1887—1990) benefits scholars and researchers interested in
national and world history, Jewish culture, local genealogy, foreign relations, social issues
and numerous other academic subjects. In addition, The Jewish Exponent provides a
valuable historical perspective on the rise of Zionism, issues related to Jewish immigration,
and the development of Jewish-American culture
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1930

January/March 1933

Adolf Hitler is appointed Chancellor of
Germany in January 1933 and protests
against him began a few months later.

1939-1945

More and more Jews continue to
flee out of Nazi-occupied territories
to find refuge in the U.S., Great
Britain, Palestine, Shanghai, etc.
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Jews from Poland, Slovakia, Probing Cracow 1,600 Additional Jews
Rumania, Hungary Flock ~ ANcevish Riots guy g0 palestine; Most
To U.S. Zones in Germany Freed from Nazi Camps

1935

Trial of Jewish
Officials Opens.
* In Bucharest

Jews in Shanghai
| Cheerful”

ldest Anglo-Jewish Weekly In America
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Roosevelt Urges Redoublmg
of Effort ito Aid Refugees

Highlights of the President’s ‘Address Delivered at‘
Opening Luncheon iof Intergovernmental
Committee On Reft Ugees at Washington
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FLEE GERMANY AS
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nlone could no longer deal with the
masses of unfortunate people who'
hnd been driven from their homes.
These men, women and children
were beating at the gate of any
natlon which seemed to offer them
a haven,
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ings belonged to the Jewish race,’
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whase dreams in other lands had
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Aate for us to make possible the
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1945

December 1947 |
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As violence between Arabs and Jews

grew, the United Nations approved a

plan to divide British Palestine into two
separate states: Israel and Palestine. The
city of Jerusalem, where Jews, Muslims,
and Christians all have holy sites, was to
become a special international zone. While
religion is involved, the conflict is mostly
about two groups of people who claim the
same land. ]
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By AVIVA CANTOR
“The Jewish woman has
an important and honored
role in Jewish society, which
is a matriarchy, so Jewish
women don't need feminism,

July/October 1976

Lilith, the Jewish feminist
magazine, begins a non-
profit publication quarterly.

which-is bad for the Jews
anyway

uch slalemenls, which
have proliferated in recent
years, represent a desperate
attempt by some Jewish
leaders to “‘immunize"
Jewish women against what
they perceive as the threat of
exposure to feminist ideas.
Obviously, such makeshift
myths would hardly be
necessary if Jewish women
‘were not joining the feminist
movement in droves. For
example:

o Many of the leaders and
theoreticians of the feminist
movement are Jews —
Susan Brownmiller, Dr.
Phyllis " Chesler, Andrea
Dworkin, Shulamith Fires-
tone, Betty, Friedan, Robin
Morgan, Barbara Seaman —
or part - Jewish like Ger-
maine Greer and Gloria
Steinem — to name but a
few.

© Jewish women are form-
ing consciousness - nlslng
groups,, classes, women'’s
minyans and local chapters
of the Jewish Feminist Or-

ers and newstand sales. Two
new books, ‘‘The Jewish
Woman in America" by
Baum, Hyman and Michel
(Dial Press) and '‘The
Jewish Woman: New Pers-
pectives,””  edited by
Elizabeth Koltun (Schocken
Books), came out this year.

A growing number of
Jewish women, then, accept
and apply the feminist
analysis to Jewish society.
‘The feminist analysis views
all current societies as pat-
riarchies, i.e., dominated by
and for men. Under patriar-
chy, women's situation
ranges on a continuum from

slave to princess — all pow- -

erless and passive roles for
which they are programmed
in accordance with male
values. In addition, woman
in patriarchy is the enabler,
doing whatever it is that men
decide will enable them to do
their thing.

Like all women, the
Jewish woman is an enabler.
In the family. she enables
her husband and children to
{ulfill the American Jewish
success (**my son the doc-
tor'’) drive, through being
the “‘Compleat Balaboste™
and “*Jewish Mother" (for
which she is

pis Feminism Good For The Jews?

power o

and nsl: Jewish women ment of . _|depgndem woman-
women| hood.” Lilith is a non-profit
tertiood Publish Quaﬂel'ly venture started by a group of
uons, | Magazine “Lilith” Jewish women journalists and
fectly will be sold by subscription at $8
groups a year and on selected
comm/ NEW YORK (WNS) - A new newsstands. )
rank-¢  quarterly dedicated to “explor- ~ Susan Weidman Schneider,
theiroy ing the world of the Jewish ongma}ly frorp Winnipeg, is the
yomen  woman” has made its first executive editor. The editors
the corl  appearance. state that Lilith's goal “is to
voluntl  The magazine is called “Lilith” foster discussion of Jewish
nected and is named for Adam's women's issues and put them on
thewol legend first panion_and the agenda of the Jewish
wode  co-equal, ori lly “the embod y.

elepha .

bazaars, with

the pnltcy making men do-

when they volunteer their
time,

o Sexism in education:
While most Jewish educa-
tion is dismabfor both sexes,
women and girls have the
additional burden of sexism
in the textbooks, in their exc-
usion from training in re~
ligious

In
the she enables

igher learning

October/December 1986

Elie Wiesel was a Romanian-born
American writer, professor, political
activist, Nobel laureate, and
Holocaust survivor, who won the
Nobel Prize in 1986.

world Renowned Elie Wiese
Receives Nobel Peace Prize

Elie Wiesel,

lecturer and philosopher,

awarded the 1986 Nobel Peace

Prize Oct. 14.

The Nobel Committes said it
awarded the prize to Mr. Wiesel in
recognition of his commitment to
“work
against repression around the

human dignity and his

world."

“Elie Wiesel has emerged as one
of the most important spiritual
leaders and guides in an age
when violence, repression and
racism continue to characterize
the world,” the citation from the

Nobel Committee said.
(Continued on Page 24)

survivor of the
Holocaust who has become a
world-renowned author, teacher,

was

Elie Wiesel Wms Nobel Peace Prize!

[ g | Elie Wiesel was awarded the Nobel Peace Pnze
I 2 for 1986. The 'Norwegian Nobel Committee said,

/. ... Wiesel is a messenger to mankind. His mes-
i sage is based on his own personal experience
l (during the Holocaust) . . .”

Wiesel, 58-years-old, now lives in New York City. He has
written about his experiences in the Nazi concentration camps
and about the condition of Jews in the Soviet Union. He is said
to be the first person to use the word “Holocaust” to describe
the terrible things the Nazis did.

In an interview with NOAH’S ARK in 1983, Wiesel said that
he thinks it is important for children to learn about the Holocaust.
“But they should also study Jewish literature (books and stories),
the Talmud, and the Mishnah. They should know all their Jewish
history, not only about the Holocaust.”

Wiesel was a teenager during the Holocaust. In 1944, all of the
Jews in his community in Romania were sent to concentration
camps;y where they had to do hard work for the Nazis. Wiesel’s
parents and a sister, plus many other relatives and friends, were
murdered by the Nazis.

As an adult, he became a successful writer. One of his books,
Night, can be und d by older el ac-
cording to Wiesel. “I receive about 100 letters every month from
10, 11, and 12-year-old children who have read Night,” he said.
“Sometimes a class will read this book and write a letter together,
signed by 30 or 40 kids.”

Tn_1985. President Reagan ded Wiesel the C: i 1
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