
EXPLORE A DIGITAL ARCHIVE of four influential Jewish American newspapers that enables researchers to 
investigate Jewish immigration, genealogy, and history. This collection documents Jewish immigration waves, 
cultural transformation, religious reform, and the rise of Zionism, alongside reactions to major events like the 
Holocaust and Israel’s establishment. 
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ProQuest Historical Newspapers:  
U.S. Jewish Newspaper Collection
Primary sources chronicling American Jewish history and identity

FOUR INFLUENTIAL TITLES
Access to The American Hebrew & Jewish Messenger, The American Israelite, The Jewish Advocate, and Jewish 
Exponent that chronicle the Jewish-American experience.

JEWISH-AMERICAN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
Documents Jewish immigration waves, cultural transformation, religious reform, and the rise of Zionism, 
alongside reactions to major events like the Holocaust and Israel’s establishment.

ORIGINAL PRINT FORMAT
Browse newspapers exactly as they first appeared, with articles, photos, ads, and editorials in their  
original context.
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The American Hebrew and Jewish Messenger (1857–1922)

FOUNDED IN NEW YORK CITY in 1857, The American Hebrew was established as the weekly 
source of news impacting international Jewish communities. Reports on the persecution of 
Jews in Romania and Russia, and the subsequent influx of Jewish immigrants to the U.S., 
were of intense interest to readers of the paper. In 1919, the publication featured an article 
called “The Crucifixion of Jews Must Stop!” by former New York Governor Martin H. Glynn, 
where he cried out against the poor living conditions and treatment of Jews across Europe 
following World War I – a situation he discerned as a potential “holocaust.” 

The American Hebrew also spotlighted Jewish figures in arts and literature, such as 
Emma Lazarus, who gained posthumous fame when her sonnet “The New Colossus” 
was inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty in 1912. The poet published the first 
poem she translated from the original Hebrew in an 1883 issue of the newspaper, and she 
joined her voice with other writers to advocate for opportunities in industrial education for 
Russian refugees. A special issue commemorating the death of Lazarus in 1884 featured 
tributes from such literary luminaries as Robert Browning, Edgar Rice Burroughs and John 
Greenleaf Whittier. 

Upon merging with The Jewish Messenger in 1903, the newspaper was officially known as 
The American Hebrew and Jewish Messenger. For students and researchers from a variety of 
fields, including U.S. and world history, culture, and Jewish studies, the digitized pages of 
this historic publication (1857–1922) are an invaluable resource from a Jewish American 
perspective in a rapidly changing world.

The American Israelite (1854–2000)

“LET THERE BE LIGHT” has been the motto of The American Israelite since it was first 
published in 1854 with the intention to illuminate principles of Jewish faith and instill a 
sense of community among American Jews who often lived in geographically dispersed 
locations. Originally printed as The Israelite until 1874, this weekly is considered the 
longest-running English language Jewish newspaper available in the country. 

Published in Cincinnati, OH, the paper was started by Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, best known 
as the founder of Reform Judaism in the U.S. The American Israelite published numerous 
editorial columns ardently in defense of the civil and religious rights of all Jews, written 
by Wise. These efforts eventually led to the formation of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations which he initiated in Cincinnati. Wise also frequently penned columns calling 
for a Jewish educational institution, resulting in the establishment of the Hebrew Union 
College. Additionally, Wise also wrote several novels which were published as serials in his 
newspaper. 

For insight into the growth and development of Reform Judaism in the U.S., the digitized 
issues of The American Israelite (1854–2000) provide a valuable record of events and issues 
as they unfolded. Access to these primary source materials will be of benefit to students 
and researchers interested in culture and civil rights history, as well as national and world 
news presented from a Jewish American perspective.



The Jewish Advocate (1905–1990)

THE JEWISH ADVOCATE was first printed in Boston, 1909, by Jacob deHass, executive 
secretary to the founder of modern political Zionism. With the intention to serve and unite 
the booming Jewish community throughout New England, The Jewish Advocate was 
formed to instruct on matters of the Jewish faith and to champion the establishment of a 
Jewish state. Briefly, the newspaper was also published as The Jewish Home Journal and 
The Boston Advocate. 

The pages of The Jewish Advocate gave voice to the publication’s staunch support for the 
appointment of Louis Brandeis as the first Jewish Supreme Court Justice in the U.S, and 
nearly thirty years later for the foundation of Brandeis University in Waltham, MA. In the 
years leading up to the World War II, the newspaper was also a rare voice in the media to 
warn of Hitler’s rise to power in Europe, and the threat it posed for Jewish people. Following 
the war, organizations formed to rebuild the lives of Jewish refugees found support and a 
forum for discussion and debate in the weekly publication. 

The Jewish Advocate continues to be a primary source of regional, national and international 
news and information for subscribers in New England and across the U.S., as well around 
the world. This digital newspaper archive (1905–1990) provides an in-depth historical 
perspective on issues and events pertaining to the rise of Zionism and the development of 
Jewish-American culture.

The Jewish Exponent (1887–1990)

THE JEWISH EXPONENT first hit the presses in 1887, founded by a group of 43 prominent 
Philadelphia businessmen. This stock ownership was meant to ensure the newspaper 
represented the entire community while serving in its coverage of local, national and 
international news. Charles Hoffman, a native Philadelphian lawyer and rabbi, as well as 
an ardent Zionist, served as the publication’s first editor and publisher. He penned a weekly 
column, “Men and Things” as a platform to explore issues of conservative Judaism. 

From the early days of the worldwide Zionist movement, The Jewish Exponent staunchly 
supported the establishment of a Jewish homeland and carried news of developments in 
Israel. Other topics the publication championed and brought to the attention of readers in 
the early and mid-20th century included Jewish immigration and the expanding influence 
in American public life. Over the decades The Jewish Exponent has not only been a primary 
source of news and information, but also a forum for stimulating discussion and debate. 
The publication has received annual awards from the American Jewish Press Association 
for excellence in Jewish Journalism. 

This historical archive (1887–1990) benefits scholars and researchers interested in 
national and world history, Jewish culture, local genealogy, foreign relations, social issues 
and numerous other academic subjects. In addition, The Jewish Exponent provides a 
valuable historical perspective on the rise of Zionism, issues related to Jewish immigration, 
and the development of Jewish-American culture



1900

1905

1910

1915

1920

May 1903
Lines from Emma 
Lazarus’s sonnet “The 
New Colossus” were 
inscribed on a bronze 
plaque and placed on 
the pedestal of the 
Statue of Liberty. 

October 1919
Martin H. Glynn, former 
New York Governor, 
cries out against the 
poor living conditions 
and treatment of 
Jews across Europe 
following World 
War I – a situation 
he discerned as a 
potential “holocaust.”  

November 1917
The British government 
issues the Balfour 
Declaration, stating 
they favor the 
establishment of a 
homeland for Jews in 
Palestine.

June 1916 
Louis Brandeis 
becomes the first 
Jewish Supreme Court 
justice as well as one 
of the most famous 
and influential figures 
ever to serve on the 
high court.



1930

1935

1940

1945

1950

January/March 1933
Adolf Hitler is appointed Chancellor of 
Germany in January 1933 and protests 
against him began a few months later.    

1939–1945
More and more Jews continue to 
flee out of Nazi-occupied territories 
to find refuge in the U.S., Great 
Britain, Palestine, Shanghai, etc.   

December 1947  
As violence between Arabs and Jews 
grew, the United Nations approved a 
plan to divide British Palestine into two 
separate states: Israel and Palestine. The 
city of Jerusalem, where Jews, Muslims, 
and Christians all have holy sites, was to 
become a special international zone. While 
religion is involved, the conflict is mostly 
about two groups of people who claim the 
same land.



1990

2000

1970

1980

July/October 1976  
Lilith, the Jewish feminist 
magazine, begins a non-
profit publication quarterly. 

October/December 1986
Elie Wiesel was a Romanian-born 
American writer, professor, political 
activist, Nobel laureate, and 
Holocaust survivor, who won the 
Nobel Prize in 1986. 
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