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Spotlight on
SOCIOLOGY in IBSS
The International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS) is the
essential online resource for social science and interdisciplinary research.
It includes over 2.7 million bibliographic records covering the four core
social science subjects: sociology, economics, politics and anthropology.
This leaflet focuses specifically on IBSS’s coverage of sociology.



Sociology coverage

Overview
IBSS is one of the most
comprehensive and specialist online
databases for sociology with over
930,000 sociology records dating back
to 1951. The database covers articles
and reviews from 875 sociology
journals as well as books and book
chapters. In addition to printed journals
IBSS also indexes electronic journals
as well as open access titles.The
online database is updated weekly to
ensure that researchers have access
to the very latest information relating
to their particular field of interest.

Historic coverage
IBSS’ coverage of historical material
dates back to 1951, further than most
other online bibliographies. This
means that in addition to 875
sociology journals being regularly
indexed, IBSS also contains records
from a further 285 sociology journals
which are no longer current.

International coverage
One of the unique benefits of IBSS is
its extensive coverage of international
material with over 50 per cent of
journals published outside the US or
UK and 25 per cent of references in
languages other than English.
Records include material from 100
countries and in 60 languages. This
helps sociology researchers give a
truly international perspective to their
work. Where journal and book titles
are in languages other than English,
IBSS includes both the original
language title and also provides an
English translation of the title.



IBSS covers current sociology
journals from every region of the
world. In addition to printed
journals, IBSS also indexes
electronic journals. Journal
coverage includes articles, reviews,
research notes, responses and
short essays. Listed below are just
a few examples of key sociology
titles covered by IBSS:

• Berliner Journal für Soziologie
• British Journal of Sociology of

Education
• Canadian Ethnic Studies/ Études

ethniques au Canada
• Criminal Justice Studies
• Diaspora
• Estudios Demográficos y

Urbanos
• Europa Ethnica
• Feminist Review
• Gender, Work and Organization
• Human Relations
• Immigrants and Minorities
• Industrial and Labor Relations

Review
• International Social Work
• Journal of Gender Studies
• Journal of Research in Crime and

Delinquency
• National Identities
• Organization Studies
• Perspectives in Education
• Punishment and Society
• Race and Class
• Research in Social Stratification

and Mobility
• Signs: Journal of Women in

Culture and Society
• Sociology of Health and Illness
• Studies in Higher Education
• Work and Stress

Journals
Interdisciplinary resource
IBSS adds value to its core sociology
coverage by including carefully
selected complementary material in
related subjects which reflects the
interdisciplinary nature of the social
sciences. For sociology, this includes
subjects such as cultural studies,
psychology, religion, philosophy and
communication and media studies.

Books and book chapters
IBSS adds value to its coverage by
including not only journals but also
books and selected chapters from
multi-authored books. For sociology,
there are currently approximately
119,000 book records and 28,000
chapter records in the database, with
approximately 2,800 new book and
chapter records added each year.

Total number of records in IBSS

Sociology

Politics

Economics

Anthropology



Abstracts in English,
French, German, Spanish
and Italian
Abstracts are provided in English for
over 75 per cent of current journal
articles. Since 2003 IBSS has
enhanced its international coverage
by including abstracts in French,
German, Spanish and Italian.
Abstracts are now included in any or
all of these languages (as well as
English) whenever they are available.

Full text
Links from IBSS records to the full
text of journal articles can be set up
by the site administrators at individual
institutions. By clicking on these links
users can access the full text articles
in journals subscribed to by their
institution.

IBSS quality assurance
All records included in IBSS are
indexed by a team of editors, who all
specialise in one or more core
subject areas and in several
languages. The IBSS Editorial
Advisory Board and IBSS editors
carry out regular reviews to ensure
that journal coverage remains current
and relevant to the needs of the
social science community as a whole.



Keywords
Each record in IBSS is assigned a number of keywords chosen from a large but
fixed vocabulary. These are included in the subject heading field in the online
database and in a browseable thesaurus to make it easy for users to access all
records relating to a chosen topic. Searches can also be carried out for the
geographic terms to find all records relating to specific countries. A few
examples of sociology keywords are:

Interested in IBSS?
You may also be interested in ProQuest Sociological Abstracts,
find out more at www.proquest.co.uk/go/socialsciences

High quality content
IBSS’ journal and book coverage draws significantly on the collection of the
Library of the London School of Economics and Political Science, where the
service was based for 20 years, and which is one of the world’s
pre-eminent social sciences collections. Additional material is collected
from the libraries of: School of Oriental and African Studies; School of
Slavonic and East European Studies and University College London;
Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques in Paris; German National
Library of Economics in Kiel; Hungarian Parliament; Finnidh Parliament;
Japanese Sociological Institution and Polish Academy of Sciences.

Attitudes Eating disorders Labour relations

Body Empowerment Manual workers

Child Development Ethnicity National identity

Cities Family studies Occupational safety

Cultural identity Feminism Prison safety

Dialects Infant mortality Social conditions

Digital technology Job security Tolerance



Examples of IBSS records

NEW! Deep-indexing feature
makes figures and tables
retrievable in search results

Title displayed in original
language and in English

Abstracts in French, English,
German and Spanish
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Asia Pacific

Australia and New Zealand
sales@anz.proquest.com

China
saleschina@asia.proquest.com

Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan
saleschina@asia.proquest.com

Japan
sales@japan.proquest.com

Korea
korea@asia.proquest.com

South East Asia
sales@asia.proquest.com

Europe

UK
marketing@proquest.co.uk

Germany
vertrieb@germany.proquest.com

Spain
editor@spain.proquest.com

Latin America

Brazil
sales@latin.proquest.com

Middle East, India and Africa
middle.east@proquest.co.uk

North America
pqsales@proquest.com

Orders and enquiries

www.proquest.com
This publication is printed on paper from sustainable sources using soya based inks.

Access to IBSS:

For further information on access to IBSS:

• Consult the Electronic resources page of
your institution’s library website, or

• Talk to your librarian about setting up a
free trial and subscription for your
institution, quoting reference MKT 229 11

For more information, visit
www.proquest.co.uk/go/ibss
or email marketing@proquest.co.uk


